
ARCHIPELAGO, 4.0 
Docu-Drawing, Activism, Re-Building 
 
https://archipelago.city/ 
 
Schedule: 
 
PART 1: Docu-drawing 
September – November 2023 
 
Assignment 1:  Visual Essay:  a short film (5-12 mins) presented and discussed in consecutive 
drafts, documenting your research about your site, with a distinct narrative structure, 
medium/genre, storyboards, found footage, drawings, models, interviews, intertext, voiceover, 
etc.  It will help distill concepts, intentions, principles and the focus of your thesis.  This project 
will be continuously developed throughout the Fall and during parts of the Winter term. 
 
 
PART 2: Activism (agent-building) 
November – December 2023 
 
Assignment 2:  Composite Drawing-Models:  you will transfer the research and documentation 
of your visual essay into different types of drawings and experimental models, documenting 
your site as well as specific spaces, artefacts, networks, fields and objects within it.  These docu-
drawings and models will also be a part of the final version of Assignment 1:  Visual Essay. 

 
Assignment 3:  Thesis Statement:  in parallel with Assignment 1: Visual Essay, you will develop a 
500-word text describing the research focus and potential projects of your Thesis.  This text will 
be continuously developed throughout the Fall and Winter term.  You may also define and 
describe an Agent, and your partnership with them. 

 
 
PART 3: Re-Building 
January – February 2024 

 
Assignment 4:  Re-Building:  you will be asked to draw and model a space or series of spaces 
that will be the main focus of your Thesis Project.  You will immediately be asked to take these 
spaces apart, with the aim of re-drawing, re-modeling, re-building them. 
 
 
PART 4: Exhibition 
February – April 2024 



 
Assignment 5:  Exhibition:  starting early, you will be asked to design the final exhibition of your 
Thesis project, including media and artefacts already developed in Assignments 1-5, significantly 
limiting the scope and production output of your extensive research and design arc into a few 
key deliverables that will present a concise and focused frame of your final Thesis Project.. 

 
 
*** 
 
An optional Studio Trip to Greece will be scheduled as part of the course after the final review.  
It will include one or two field courses in Conservation, Activism, or Re-Building vs. different 
Crises, in collaboration with cultural/activist-run spaces in Athens, and the Archipelago Institute 
of Marine Conservation in the East Aegean. 
 
*** 
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