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Doctor of Philosophy in 
Forestry
Overview
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) students conduct focused research under 
the supervision of one of our faculty members. Faculty members’ 
research is often interdisciplinary and applied in nature, distilling the 
utility and impact of discoveries and enabling partnerships with the 
public, private and non-profit sectors.

Successful candidates come from a variety of backgrounds 
including biology, botany, ecology, economics, environmental studies, 
engineering, forestry, agriculture, mathematical and computer science, 
physical and social sciences, and zoology. 

Your program will be developed to reflect your individual strengths and 
research interests. Research interests of our Faculty Members include 
(but aren’t limited to):

•    Forest conservation biology and wildlife ecology
•    Forest biosphere science
•    Invasive species and threats to forest health
•    Environmental sustainability of managed forests
•    Fire and ecosystem management
•    Sustainable development and economics
•    Political ecology and governance of forests
•    Social and cultural ecology of forest ecosystems
•    Urban forestry
•    Forest Biomaterials Science
•    Bioenergy

For more information on degree requirements visit https://sgs.
calendar.utoronto.ca/degree/Architecture,-Landscape,-and-Design

Doctor of Philosophy in Forestry
Degree Requirements

Doctor of Philosophy in Forestry
Degree Requirements Speci�c Program Requirements:

Requirements
•   FOR 1001H  Graduate Seminar
 •  1.5 FCE  Elective
•  Qualifying Appraisal Examination
 •  Departmental Defence
 •  Final Oral Exam

Notes
** Annual Committee meetings are required.

*** Minimal course requirements for this degree are 2.0 full-course 
equivalent (FCE). Depending on the student's background, additional 
or alternative coursework may be required.

**** 4 year program length for:
MScF students that transfered by the end of Year 1 to the PhD 
program. 
Bachelor's degree students who were admitted to the PhD program 
via direct entry.
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Electives
* Students may take electives from any graduate unit. 
Students may take electives in any session of their program. 
Forestry elective courses can be found on the Program website. 
https://forestry.utoronto.ca/
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Qualifying Appraisal Examination
Successful completion of a qualifying appraisal examination. The 
examination will be oral and will ordinarily be taken prior to the 
completion of 16 months in the program. 
There are three possible outcomes: pass, decision deferred pending 
supplementary undertakings, or unsatisfactory. If there is more than 
one negative vote, the outcome will be judged unsatisfactory. 
Students are permitted one further attempt.

Departmental Defence
Preparation and defence of a thesis that is an original and independent 
research work adding signi�cantly to the existing body of knowledge.

Final Oral Exam
On successful completion of the departmental oral examination 
(usually involving the supervisor(s) signing off on changes/corrections 
to the thesis after the departmental oral examination), the candidate, 
in conjunction with the supervisor and the Graduate Of�ce, begins the 
process of arranging for the University’s �nal oral examination. 
Candidates must allow seven to eight weeks between the time when 
the thesis is approved and ready to be sent to the External Appraiser 
and the date of the �nal examination. 
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For students enrolled in September 2020 and later

Notes
** Annual Committee meetings are required.

*** Minimal course requirements for this degree 
are 2.0 full-course equivalent (FCE). Depending on 
the student’s background, additional or alternative 
coursework may be required.

**** 4 year program length for:
MScF students that transfered by the end of Year 1 to 
the PhD program. 
Bachelor’s degree students who were admitted to 
the PhD program via direct entry.




